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Black cherry, more abundant then ever

In Northeast America

ÅOriginaly< 1%

ÅPioneer on abandoned 
farmlands

ÅPromoted by clearcutting for 
rejuvenating Black cherry 
(valuable wood)

ÅΨherbicidingΩ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
rejuvenating Black cherry





More abundant then ever

In Northwest Europe

ÅPark tree, leaves, flowers and fruit 
(1623-1990)

ÅValuable wood producing tree 
(1890-1940)

ÅHelpful pioneer for reforestation 

(1898-1980)

Å1st eradication period 

(1960-1980)

Å2th eradication period 

(1990ςnow)



Park tree, leaves, flowers and fruit 
(1623-1990)

Belovedornamental tree.
First planted is Paris in 1623

Ψ/Ω Ŝǎǘ ǳƴ bel arbreΣ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŞƭŝǾŜ Ł ƭŀ ƘŀǳǘŜǳǊ 
de trente pieds, 

les ŦŜǳƛƭƭŜǎ ǎƻƴǘ ŘΩǳƴ ōŜŀǳ ǾŜǊǘ ƭǳƛǎŀƴǘ, et 
conservent leur verdure fort tard dans 
ƭΩŀǳǘƻƳƴŜΤ 

ses fruits sont gros, étant mûrs ils sont 
noirs, ǇƭǳǎƛŜǳǊǎ ƻƛǎŜŀǳȄ ǎΩŜƴ ƴƻǳǊǊƛǎǎŜƴǘ; 

son bois est beau et veiné de noir et de 
ōƭŀƴŎ Ŝǘ ŘΩǳƴ Ǉƻƭƛ ŦƻǊǘ ŘƻǳȄΦ 

On peut tirer cet arbre des pépinières de 
[ƻƴŘǊŜǎΣ ƻǴ ƧŜ ƭΩŀƛ ǾǳΦΩ

Baron de Poederlé, 1792



Black cherry is an introduced 
host for native biodiversity 

Å Habitat-enrichment of the pine forests

Å Flowers and fruits

ÅMost  dominant broadleaf tree species in 
pine forests

ÅOften the only species of the Prunusgenus

Å Some introduced tree species and 
biodiversity go hand in hand

Bird cherry-oat aphid (Rhopalosiphumpadi)



Å No systematic research yet.
Å 228 native insects found on Black cherry.
Å Proven host for 178 native insects.
Å Total native insects on Prunusspinosa135, SorbusAucuparia58, 

Junuperuscommunis32 and Ilex Aquifolium10. 

Black cherry is no less a host for native organisms then 
other trees: 



Valuable wood producing tree 
(1890-1940)

Successful silvicultur experiments

Prussian forest research: Adam Schwappach

1890: 47 exotic tree species planted.
1918: 
Å 12 promising new forest trees. 
Å Among them Black cherry
1914-1918
Å Experiments destroyed
1940-1945: 
Å End of research program
Å Some experiments survive
Wirtschaftswunder: Priority for high productive 
species:
Å Douglas
Å Larch 
Å Red oak

Burgsdorf1788
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Helpful pioneer for reforestation 
(1898-1980)

Reforesting waste land and drift sands with pine plantations, 
mostly Scotch pine (Pinussylvestris)

Netherlands:

1898 ς1940

Belgium

1945 - 1980

Germany

1945-1980



Helpful pioneer for reforestation

Black Cherry massively planted:

Against fires

Against plagues

For soil amelioration



Invloed op flora





Sudden need for eradication

Vigorous competition to the rejuvenation of scotch pine 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ  ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƘŜǊǊȅΩǎ ōŀŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ.

1st eradication period: 

Mainly in the Netherlands: 1960 - 1980


