Maximising benefits and
minimising harm associated with
Invasive Introduced trees: lessons

from SouthAfrica
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Issues

A Trees introducedor timber, asornamental plants, and for
fodder, firewood, fruit, shadeand windbreaks

A Recently seen as importatd sequestercarbon.
A Widely perceived as environmentally beneficial

A Several species can and do become invasive, with negative
Impacts that can exceed the value of any benefit.

A This often leads to conflict.



Plantations dominate landscapes in some areas
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Impacts

A Surface water runoff

A Groundwater depletion

Reductions in biodiversity

Reduced grazing capacity

ncreased fire risk

Decreased quality of life in invaded rural areas
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Invasive alien tree management

A Only control those species that are demonstrably harmful
A We have been doing this since the 1960s
A What lessons have we learnt?
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The threat of alien vegetation to %
our own South African %’
veld and forest 5
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Control requires longerm, focussed
commitment.
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Biological control is safe, and often
essential

Released 2004

Where it now occurs
100% seed reduction



