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Early European settlers confronted by
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Issues

ÅTrees introduced for timber, as ornamental plants, and for 
fodder, firewood, fruit, shade, and windbreaks

ÅRecently seen as important to sequester carbon.

ÅWidely perceived as environmentally beneficial.

ÅSeveral species can and do become invasive, with negative 
impacts that can exceed the value of any benefit. 

ÅThis often leads to conflict.
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Plantations dominate landscapes in some areas



Impacts

ÅSurface water runoff

ÅGroundwater depletion

ÅReductions in biodiversity

ÅReduced grazing capacity

ÅIncreased fire risk

ÅDecreased quality of life in invaded rural areas



North American and European pines



Australian Acaciaspecies



Australian Eucalypts
Australian Eucalypts



North American Prosopisspecies



Jacaranda mimosifolia(South 
America)



Willows (Salixspecies)



Invasive alien tree management

ÅOnly control those species that are demonstrably harmful

ÅWe have been doing this since the 1960s

ÅWhat lessons have we learnt?



Control requires long-term, focussed 
commitment. 
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Biological control is safe, and often 
essential. 

Released 2004

Where it now occurs
100% seed reduction


