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Tree of heaven 

Ailanthus altissima 
(臭椿) 
 
 

-Native to China 
 

-Introduced during the 19th century 
 

-First occurrence in forests: ca. 1920 
 

-Strong regeneration 
 

-High drought tolerance 
 
 

Photo: M. Conedera (2003) 
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Current distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland 

Source: Gurtner (2015) 

Source: Gurtner (2015), Gurtner & Wunder (2015) 

Modelled distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland 
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moderate climate scenario (IPCC)  
 

Source: Gurtner (2015), Gurtner & Wunder (2015) 

Projected distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland 

Distribution 

moderate climate scenario (IPCC)  
 

Source: Gurtner (2015), Gurtner & Wunder (2015) 

Projected distribution of Ailanthus in Switzerland 
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WSL - Insubric Ecosystems 7 

Motivation Risk 1: Reduced biodiversity 

Photos: M. Conedera 

Motivation 

Plozza & Schmid, Bündnerwald 2012 

Risk 2: Reduced forest stability 

Photo: J. Wunder 
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Rockfall experiment (ALIEN Project) 
www.wsl.ch/alienproject 

Source: IRSTEA Grenoble 

Source: IRSTEA Grenoble 

Rockfall experiment (ALIEN Project) 
www.wsl.ch/alienproject 
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Source: IRSTEA Grenoble 

Rockfall experiment (ALIEN Project) 
www.wsl.ch/alienproject 

Source: IRSTEA Grenoble 

Rockfall experiment (ALIEN Project) 
www.wsl.ch/alienproject 
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Source: IRSTEA Grenoble 

Rockfall experiment (ALIEN Project) 
www.wsl.ch/alienproject 

Heart rot decay 

Photos: S. Knüsel (2016) 
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Conclusions 
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Integration 
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